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I11: Case Study: Ramon: Gay-related Hate Crime   

Type of Exercise:  case study    

Level:  intermediate    

Length of time: 30 minutes   

Resources needed:  handout of the case study of Ramon  

Instructions Hand out the case study and have participants discuss the questions 
in small groups or the larger group.      

Case Study: Ramon    

Ramon, a 21 year-old male, has been brought into the ED. He was brutally attacked. 
He  had his head smashed with a baseball bat suffering closed head trauma He has 
suffered a number of blows to his chest, abdomen and legs, which have left large 
bruises and tender areas. A chest x-ray reveals that he has 3 broken ribs. During 
your assessment you recognize that he has not said much about his attackers. He 
seems to avoid eye contact with you and withdraws every time the CNA Mark, who 
is openly gay, comes into the room. You have suspected from his behavior and the 
fact that this is the second such occurrence for this young man in the past 6 
months that he might be gay or in the process of coming out.  

How do you talk with him about the matter?    

After bringing up the concerns you have about him possibly being a victim of hate 
crimes he tells you that he is so scared about being further attacked. He has 
started to consider suicide and wonders if this wouldn’t be easier than coming out. 
You assess him for his suicide plan and ask about support system. Ramon lives in a 
predominantly Latino neighborhood where Catholic churches operate many of the 
social services.   

What issues might he experience if he tries to access these services?  What 
resources are there in your community for questioning and coming out young 
adults?   

You suggest that Ramon tell the police about the attacks.  He absolutely refuses 
and begs you not to tell them.   

How can you explore with him his reasons for not wanting the police 
involved?  Why do you think he is so against reporting the attacks?    

After further conversation with Ramon, you learn that he has also been having 
unprotected sex at a local park. He says to you, “so what does it matter, I’ll either 
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get AIDS or the next time they come after me, I won’t wake up, I’m going to die 
either way. Who cares how it happens?”   

How do you respond to his concerns? 


